Self-medication in acute surgical wards.
Self-medication of oral drugs is not current practice on surgical wards. We have introduced a system for suitable patients in which they give to themselves all their oral medication while in hospital. This was introduced in stages to gain the confidence of staff. Many patients wish to self-medicate; this system allows better use of the drugs that they bring into hospital from home; more appropriate timing when in hospital and speed up discharge procedures, as the patient is already familiar with, and has a supply of, their drugs to take home.